Management Education in Open University System

TECHNOLOGY USE IN DISTANCE EDUCATION - POLICY
DIRECTIONS

While considering the background development of communication
technology and applications of educational technology in the open
education system, certain issues discussed above need to be addressed.
The following policy measures could be initiated for optimal use of
technology in the open education system.

1.     As recommended by the CABE Committee(CABE Committee
Report:1994), experimentation with new technological
systems/developments must be promoted with an eye on the future
and in keeping with the technical skill and advanced infrastructure
available in the country.

2.      Open Universities and Institutions of distance learning(including
the Correspondence Institutes of Conventional Universities) must
be encouraged to make greater use of communication technology.
This may be done by providing funds, facilities and technical
expertise.

3.      In the case of professional courses like management, the use o"f
technologies should not be limited only to the materials produced
by a single institution. There are a number of opportunities which
can be used by the learners. The Open Universities should adopt
a policy of pooling and sharing of audio-video resources by
networking arrangements. The recent example in this direction is
teleconferencing organised by IGNOU which is beneficial to the
distance learners of different Open Universities in the country.

4.     Appropriate Technology i.e., the technology which conforms and
responds to the perceptions of the learner should be promoted.
Applications of educational technology should consider the profiles
of the learners on the basis of region, socio-economic background
etc.

5.     Since acquiring hardware is not difficult in the Indian context,
measures should be taken to make available the required software.
This requires training manpower particularly teachers of distance
education and production staff of audio-video materials.

6.     Making available a separate educational broadcast channel
especially for the IGNOU and State Open University.
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